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Course Description

Students will learn about the historical development and philosophical foundations of our legal system. Students need to develop respect for the law, and understanding of its relevance to everyday life, and an appreciation of the benefits of a dynamic legal system. The study of law enhances students’ ability to participate effectively in society and to think critically and communicate effectively.
Key Learnings: What will you be expected to learn?

In this course, you will be expected to provide evidence that you can:

1.
Explain what law is, and the need and purpose for laws in the community.

2.
Describe the historical development of Canadian law.

3.
Compare, and differentiate among, the different categories of law.

4.
Explain the development of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

5.
Explain how people can exercise the rights and freedoms outlined in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

6.
Explain and describe the content and processes related to Criminal Law.

7.
Explain how criminal and provincial laws apply to young people.

8.
Investigate and describe the content and processes related to family matters, contractual matters, tort law, and law in the workplace.

9.
Demonstrate the ability to use appropriate research methods and apply the step in the process to legal interpretation and analysis.

10.
Communicate interpretation of legal issues in a variety of formats.
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	Knowledge and understanding
Emphasizes the ability to recall factual information, recognize fundamental concepts and the foundational skills of the subject/discipline.
	25%

	Thinking and inquiry 
Emphasizes the thinking skills used in thinking processes to demonstrate the student’s understanding of information they have processed.
	25%

	Communication

Emphasizes the clear, precise and effective use of oral, written and visual language to communicate the student’s understanding of information and ideas
	25%

	Application

Emphasizes the application and integration of knowledge, skills, processes and techniques to produce evidence of the student’s understanding.
	25%


 You will be expected to demonstrate your understanding of these key learnings through your knowledge, thinking, communication and application of the learning.

How will you demonstrate your learning? (what you say, write and do)
Your learning will be assessed through:

70%  Formative and Summative Evaluations: Projects, assignments, simulations, exit slips, case studies, and quizzes. 
30%  Final Evaluation:  15% Summative Task (Culminating) Mock Trial
                                        15% Final Exam

Learning Skills and Work Habits

The development of learning skills and work habits are an important step toward preparation for post-secondary education and the world of work. Students will develop these skills through their classroom experience and with feedback from their teacher. 
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Responsibility

= Fulfls responsibilities and commitments within the learning
environment.
= Completes and subits class work, homework, and assignments
according to agreed-upon timelines.
= Takes responsibilty for and manages own behaviour.

Independent Work

= Independently monitors, assesses, and revises plans to
complete tasks and meet goals.

= Uses class time appropriately to complete tasks.

= Follows instructions with minimal supervision.

Ini e

= Looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities
for learning.

= Demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a willingness to take
risks.

= Demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning.

= Approaches new tasks with a positive atttude.

= Recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of self
and others.
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= Devises and follows a plan and process for completing work and
tasks.
= Establishes priorities and manages time to complete tasks and
achieve goals.
= Identifies, gathers, evaluates, and uses information, technology,
and resources to complete tasks.

= Accepts various roles and an equitable share of work in a group.

= Responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, and traditions of
others,

= Builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through personal and
media-assisted interactions

= Works with others to resolve conflicts and build consensus to
achieve group goals.

= Shares information, resources, and expertise, and promotes critical

thinking to solve problems and make decisions.

= Sets own individual goals and monitors progress towards
achieving them.

= Seeks clarification or assistance when needed.

= Assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, needs, and
interests

= Identifies leaming opportunities, choices, and strategies to meet
personal needs and achieve goals.

= Perseveres and makes an effort when responding to challenges.





How will you learn and get help when you are not learning?
	What are you expected to learn?
	How will you demonstrate what you’ve learned?

	Units of Study
	Key Learnings Focus
	Your learning will be demonstrated by what you say, write, and do.

	1. Intro to Heritage
	What is a law
The development of Canadian law


	Case Studies, Funny Canadian Laws, Lobby Group Assignment, Quiz


	2. Rights
 
	Rights and Freedoms in Canada, The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
	Case studies, quiz, time line assignment, international marriage assignment, celebrity divorce, A Civil Action Movie

 

	3. Criminal Law and Procedures


	Types of Offences, Investigation and Trial, Sentencing, Law and Young People 
	Case studies, quiz, Pick a Criminal, Wrongfully Accused, 12 Angry Men Movie, Youth Criminal Justice Act



	4. Civil and Family Law

	Civil litigation, family law, contractual obligations, tort law, law and the workplace
	Brochure assignment, case studies, quiz, newspaper assignment

 


Texts, materials, and learning opportunities:

1. Text: Law in Action: Understanding Canadian Law.  
2. Various handouts, overheads, articles, films, and multimedia resources will be used.
3. Extra support and time will be provided as needed.    
